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Course Description: This course is designed to help participants understand the benefits of taking various field trips – especially those that build on young children’s interests and help contribute to their understanding of the world. Participants will explore the possibilities for taking various field trips within the Portland metropolitan area.  They will begin to develop field trip protocols and discuss common field trip issues. Included in the discussions of field trips will be the always-available neighborhood walks.
Course Objectives: This course is intended to:

· Help participants realize the value of both taking walks (“Let’s Find Out” walks) and field trips outside the neighborhood (which they might never see otherwise). 
· Assist participants in planning ahead for such trips and identifying the various tools or supplies needed.

· Help participants develop a portfolio of interesting walks and field trips – based on children’s current interests.
Student Learning Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, participants should be able to:

· Define the benefits of taking neighborhood exploration walks, as well as taking Portland area field trips.
· Develop a protocol for taking both walks and field trips and implement same.
· Explain how focusing on one thing in particular can help children focus their attention (e.g. “let’s look for caterpillars”).  
· Model their own appreciation for the natural environment – e.g. turn over rocks to discover insects, etc. 
· Develop a resource portfolio of field and walking trips – including protocols for both for their class and site visits. 
Length of Course:
11 lecture hours

Prerequisite:

None

Grading:

Letter grade (A-F)


Academic Honesty:  As a community of scholars, we depend on the research and scholarship of others to inform and support our ideas. All institutions of higher learning, including Clackamas Community College, require students and teachers to give credit to any source, written, verbal or electronic, from which ideas or research are borrowed. To fail to do so constitutes plagiarism and can result in the failure of the class.

Text Required:
Packet of Readings on Field Trips/Local Resources

Course Outline: 

1. Field Trips:  Make Them Fun & Fascinating!
2. Children’s Interest: Why, When & Where
3. Developing a Field Trip Protocol
4. Arranging for Field Trips

5. Children Documenting Their Experiences

6. Developing Your Field Trip Resource Portfolio 

